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Battling the forces Artist Fred Oldfield favorite
of nature brings the West to life sweet treats




From gouda to chipotle

chedder, Washington’s artisan

cheesemakers are wheying in

ashington’s internationally recog-

nized wine industry is no secret.

Until recently, however, few peo-
ple have been aware of a smaller industry
growing alongside it, comprised of arti-
sans hand-making the perfect companion
to Washington's wines: cheese.

Yes, cheese. More than two-dozen
producers are now making artisanal, or
handmade, cheese throughout the state.
Many of these cheeses can be bought

By Jennifer Meier

at farmers’ markets and gourmet food
stores. Cheesemakers are also open-
ing their doors, inviting visitors to peck
behind the scenes. Adventurous food-lov-
ers can plan an afternoon outing, or even
a weekend vacation, centered entirely
around cheese.

In the heart of Seattle's bustling down-
town, Beecher's Handmade Cheese
makes, sells and serves cheese at their
Pike Place Market store.
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Brad Sinko, head cheesemaker at Beecher's Handmade
Cheese, seperates the curds and whey.







